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Hebrew - Lesson 1: Origins and History  
 

Note: Rabbinic Judaism notes four main phases of the Hebrew Language 

Biblical Hebrew or Classical Hebrew, Rabbinical Hebrew, Medieval Hebrew and Modern 

Hebrew. 

  

I. Origins of Hebrew 

 

 A. First Language of the Human Family (Gen. ) 

 B. Pictorial Letter Script 

 C. Called Phoenician and Canaanite (Isaiah 19:18) and Closely related to Moabite  

                and Ugaritic (Note: The Moabites are descendants of Lot which was  

               Abraham’s nephew 

 D. Hebrew Language Preserved Among Heber/Eber and his Descendants after the  

                "Confounding of the Languages".  

  1. Heber and family did not follow the idolatrous worship of Babylon. 

  2. YHWH did not confound the language Heber and his family 

 

II. Ancient Hebrew Preserved in the Biblical Text of the Torah Among the Israelite  

    Remnant of the Northern Kingdom 

 

 A. Transplanted foreigners amalgamated with the remnant of the 10 tribes to   

                 become the Samaritans 

 B. Priest/Cohen brought the Torah to teach the transplanted foreigners  

                (2/4 LXX Kings 17:27) 

 C. Torah Scroll of the first 5 books is written in the ancient Paleo-Hebrew 

 

III. Ancient Hebrew Ceased to Be Used Among the Judean Israelites After Babylonian  

      Captivity 

 

 A. Judean Israelites of the Southern Kingdom went into Babylonian captivity in  

                586 BCE  

 B. Judean Israelite captives adopted the Babylonian language of Aramaic    

 

 

 

IV. YHWH Declared to Restore the Ancient Hebrew Language  

 

 A. Zephaniah the prophet utters YHWH's declaration of the Ancient language of    

                 Hebrew being restored in the restoration of Israel (Zeph. 3:9) 

 B. The purpose of the language being restored is for all people having the ability    

                 to call or declare the name of YHWH properly. 

 

 

 

 



V. Aramaic-Hebrew Used By Judean Israelites After Babylonian Captivity 

 A. Used by Ezra in his writings 

 B. Witness in the Aramaic Targum Translations of the 1st and 2nd century 

 C. Used in the Writings of the Shalichim/Apostles 

 D. Used in the Pharasaic/Rabbinic Writings of the Mishnah (3rd century CE) and  

            Talmud (3rd - 6th century CE) 

 

VI. Modification in the Hebrew Language by Rabbinic Judaism  

 A. Introduction of the "V" sound with the "Vav" into the Aramaic-Hebrew  

                 Language 

  1. Occurred after 190 CE following the "Mishnaic Age" 

 B. Introduction of the Nikkudot - vowel designations in the development of the  

                 Masoretic Text  

 

VII. The Development of Modern Hebrew in the 20th Century 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LESSON 2: 
ANCIENT HEBREW LETTERING SYSTEM CHART

 
Featured With Modern Hebrew, Greek, and Latin  



 



 

 
 
 
Old Hebrew (or Old Canaanitish 2 ) writing, as it was used on public monuments in the beginning of the ninth and in 
the second half of the eighth century B.C., is to be seen in the inscription of Mêša>, as well as in that of Siloam. The 
characters on the Maccabaean coins of the second century B.C., and also on ancient gems, still bear much 
resemblance to this (cf. § 2 d). With the Old Hebrew writing the Phoenician is nearly identical (see § 1 k, § 2 f, and the 
Table of Alphabets). From the analogy of the history of other kinds of writing, it may be assumed that out of and along 
with this monumental character, a less antique and in some ways more convenient, rounded style was early 
developed, for use on softer materials, skins, bark, papyrus, and the like. This the Samaritans retained after their 
separation from the Jews, while the Jews gradually1 (between the sixth and the fourth century) exchanged it for an 
Aramaic character. From this gradually arose (from about the fourth to the middle of the third century) what is called 
the square character, which consequently bears great resemblance to the extant forms of Aramaic writing, such as the 
Egyptian-Aramaic, the Nabatean and especially the Palmyrene.  
 
The Alphabet consists, like all Semitic alphabets, solely of consonants, twentytwo in number, some of which, however, 
have also a kind of vocalic power. 
 
 



Pronunciation and Division of Consonants 
 
Pronunciation 
 
1. An accurate knowledge of the original phonetic value of each consonant is of the greatest importance, 
since very many grammatical peculiarities and changes (§ 18 ff.) only become intelligible from the nature 
and pronunciation of the sounds. This knowledge is obtained partly from the pronunciation of the kindred 
dialects, especially the still living Arabic, partly by observing the affinity and interchange of sounds on 
Hebrew itself (§ 19), and partly from the tradition of the Jews.1  
The pronunciation of Hebrew by the modern German Jews, which partly resembles the Syriac and is 
generally called ‘Polish’, differs considerably from that of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews, which 
approaches nearer to the Arabic. The pronunciation of Hebrew by Christians follows the latter (after the 
example of Reuchlin), in almost all cases.  
 
The oldest tradition is presented in the transcription of Hebrew names in Assyrian cuneiform; a later, but yet 
in its way very important system is seen in the manner in which the LXX transcribe Hebrew names with 
Greek letters.2 
(Source: Gesenius Hebrew Grammar)  
 
Division of Consonants 
 
According to their special character the consonants are divided into—  
 

(a) Gutturals                               ח ע ה א  
 

(b) Palatals                                 ק כ ג       
 
      (c) Dentals                                 ת ט ד   
 
      (d) Labials                                 פ ב   
 
      (e) Sibilants                               צ  ס שׂ שׁ ז           
 
      (f) Sonants                                .י ,ו ל ,ר מ נ   
 
(Source: Gesenius Hebrew Grammar)  
 
 

Vowels and Vowel Letters 
 
1. The original vowels in Hebrew, as in the other Semitic tongues, are “a”, “i”, “u”. E and o always arise from 
an obscuring or contraction of these three pure sounds, viz. ĕ by modification from ı̆ or ă; short ŏ from ŭ; ê 
by contraction from ai (properly ay); and ô sometimes by modification (obscuring) from â, sometimes by 
contraction from au (properly aw).1 
(1.  In proper names the LXX often use the diphthongs “αἰ” and “αὐ” where the Hebrew form has ê or ô.)  
(Source: Gesenius Hebrew Grammar)  
 



The use of the Hebrew vowels has been preserved in the LXX translation of the proper names. 
 
2. The partial expression of the vowels by certain consonants ( א , י , ו , ה  ) which sufficed during the lifetime 
of the language, and for a still longer period afterwards (cf. § 1 k), must in the main have passed through the 
following stages2 :—  
 
(b) The employment of “ו” (waw) to denote ô, û, and of  “י” (yad/yod) to denote “ ê ”, “ ı̂ ”, may have resulted 
from those cases in which a “ו”  (waw) with a preceding “a” was contracted into “au” and further to ô, or with 
a preceding “u” coalesced into û, and where “י” (yod) with a has been contracted into “ai” and further to ê, or 
with a preceding “i” into ı̂ (cf. § 24). In this case the previously existing consonants were retained as vowel 
letters and were further applied at the end of the word to denote the respective long vowels. Finally “א” 
(el/aleph) also will in the first instance have established itself as a vowel letter only where a consonantal א 
with a preceding “a” had coalesced into â or ā.  
 
 The “hey” mainly followed, though with independent regard to the peculiar nature of the Hebrew, the 
example and pattern of the older Syrian punctuation.1 
 
The employment of ה for ā probably took place first in the case of words that originally ended in the  “ ה “ .  
(Source: Gesenius Hebrew Grammar) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LESSON 3: VOWELS AND GRAMMAR 
 
 
 

I.  Hebrew Vowels 
  

Four of the Hebrew letters double as consonants and vowels.  
These are the following: 
 

א     ,   ��        (al/aleph) 
The al/aleph can be a glottal stop (silent pause) or the vowel sound “a”.  
 
   

ה   ,   ��       (hey)    
The hey is a “h” as a consonant or an “e” as a vowel.  
 
 

ו  ,   ��   (waw)  
The waw is a “w” as a consonant or an “o” or “u” as a vowel. 
 
 

י   ,   ��    (yad/yud) 
The yad/yud is a “y” as a consonant or an “i’ as a vowel.  
   
 
The waw and the yud are the two most commonly used as vowels in Hebrew words. When  
the waw appears at the beginning of a syllable it will use the consonantal "w" sound. The same  
with the yud which will use the consonantal "y" when at the beginning of a syllable.  
 
Another type of vowel is the implied vowel sounds. This means that the vowel is not written but  
is necessary in order to pronounce the word. An example of this is the word which  �𐤓� 
consists of the two consonant B and R and cannot be pronounced without a vowel between  
them. In most cases the implied vowel will be an “a” or an “e”. In this case the implied vowel  
is the "a" and the word  is  �𐤓�   pronounced “BaR”.  

 
 
 II.  Gender 
  
 A. There are two genders in the Hebrew language:  

1) Masculine   
2) Feminine. 

  
Note: There is no neuter in the Hebrew language. 
 
B. Masculine words: Words indicating males are masculine. 
    There is no special form to indicate masculine nouns. However, the absence of the 
 X  tau  or  �� hey at the end of a word usually, but not always, indicates a masculine gender. 
 
 
 



 
C. Feminine Words: Words indicating females are feminine. 
    Feminine nouns are recognized by the ending:  X  tau  or  �� hey     
 

 
 III.  The Conjunction “And” 
   
      “And” is usually expressed in Hebrew by the  �� (waw) prefixed to the following word.  
                It does not stand alone.   
 
  
 IV. The Definite Article “The” 
 
                 In order to express “the” in Hebrew, the noun is prefixed with the  �� (hey). It does not stand 
                 alone. Note: Hebrew has no word for the indefinite articles “a” and “an”. 
 

 

ֹבְּ עָםהָ קוֹל־אֶת יהְוֹשֻׁעַ יִּשְׁמַעוַ            ַ הרֵע יּאֹמֶרו      
מַּחֲנהֶבַּ מִלְחָמָה קוֹל משֶֹׁה־אֶל               

        (Exodus 32:17 MT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HEBREW LANGUAGE: Lesson 4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



HEBREW LANGUAGE: Lesson 5 
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LESSON 6. TRANSLATING HEBREW WORDS  

 
 

I. Recognize that each Hebrew Letter Has a Meaning 
 
 

II. Find the meaning of each letter in the Hebrew word 
 
III. Construct the concept of the Hebrew word from the meanings of each letter. 

 
IV. Each Hebrew word can have different shades of meaning related to its word root in different applications of a 

text. 
 
 

V. Words to Translate 

  אָב         
  

 בֵּן 
 

 נְבִיא
 

 יוֹם
 

 בוקר
 
 

 ערב
 
 

 קול
 
 
 
 
 



LESSON 7. TRANSLATING HEBREW WORDS (Pt. 2) 
 
 

El 
 

Yahshua 
 

Yahusha  
 
 
 



Hebrew Language - Lesson 8 

Personal Pronouns and Present Tense “To Be” 
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Hebrew Language - Lesson 9 

VERBS 
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Hebrew Language - Lesson 10 
Text Translation of Leviticus 19:27-28 and Numbers 6:18a  

 
 

 
 

 
 



(Literal Meaning from the Hebrew Language) 
 
V.27 
 Not   to mark/cut/pierce  the cover/covered area/surrounding area 
the mouth/face boundaries/borders/edges (sides/edges/boundaries of the 
mouth or face) 
head round about (around the head) 
 
And not   to mark/cut/pierce with pressure/force as one marks/cuts/pierces  
(to disfigure/damage by marking/cutting/piercing)  
the mouth/face boundaries/borders/edges (sides/edges/boundaries of the 
mouth or face)     
that makes one old going around (the edges around of the mouth or face 
that makes one 
 old/older/mature is "the beard") 
 
V. 28 
 
And cuttings   to the dead  no  marks/prints/marking  in the flesh around 
(in or around the flesh)   any  marks  no  marks/prints  in/on around (in/on 
around you)  I am YHWH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
(Note: 1. The Hebrew word 

פוּ  תַקִּ֔
  translated “cut or shave" and  

ית  תַשְׁחִ֔
translated “disfigure” in Lev. 19:27 is different from the word         

   וְגִלַּ֣ח

 translated  "cut or shave" in Num. 6:18 which deal with the Nazarite 
prohibited from   "cutting his hair". 
 
2. The Hebrew word  

 שְׂעַר֙
translated "hair" is not mentioned in Lev 19:27. However, the Hebrew 
word for "hair” is mentioned in Numbers 6:18.)  
 
 


